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Dodge County Itodependent, Kasson, MN 


Health coverage: 

the price of being number oi 



Wednesday, May 4,2005 

Interrupted 

Thoughts... 


ly in the mal Commercial propa^ she_ 

and residential in Mantoreile avenged Coun^wkle the 
residentiai increase averaged 10% and in Kasson the rate 
:-os under double digits. 



i received a letter regarding the co 
increase of 28%. the DO is In an old building so the increase 
will not hurt as much as it win for some, in^ne how 28% 
wM effect Americinn, Dter’s, Daniel’s Plaza, Erdmans, Hard¬ 
ware Hank and Mantoi^’s most recent new business, Ihe 
Old Towne Cafe? 

eirrates28%tocoi 

not necessarily reflect ai^ayfocreases. What the school, 
coun^, and township levies are win have an impact on the 
actual amount of the increase. 

Somebody must not have been doing their job at the coun¬ 
ty level, if subscription rates stay the same for three or four 
years, then increase 25%,' subscribeis wouid cancel. If the 
Americinn raises their rates 28% in one year, that Is probably 
not goif^ to do their business any good. If a restaurant leaves 
meal prices the same for a few years and then raises them 
28% that IS definitely going to hurt business. 

Ifeopfeatthe reviews talked abaut$20,000-$30,000 va 


I expect the increases wil have an impact on us al econom¬ 
ic^. Add to that the fact of what are expected to be rising gas ' 
prii^ as summer aoproaches along v^ increasing interest 
rales, and we will feel the pinch. 

No private business could justily a 28% increase. Our 
coun^ and state must be following the lead of the oil rich 
countries in the Middle East They have the upper hand and 
can dictate to us what we pay. We have no choice. 

Several years ago I squawked about taxes, along with sev¬ 
eral MantorviHe Township neighbors. My house was valued at 
more than what it cost me to build. Ihe valuation was lowered 


I hale to burst the bubble of all the prople attending the 
reviews who wll have their valuations looked at You might get 
a sli^ decrease, hut it won't have much impaa About the 
only positive you can get out of this is to say you were able to 
speak your piece and voice dispieasure. I tiad nw say and 
even thoi^ it did not do much good, it made me feel better. 
Ybu may get a few thousand d^ reduction but down the 


bu know the old saying‘Hhe only two sure things In life 
are death and taxes.” Along with taxes, are tax increases! 

Smoking At Work 

_report showed that select auto makers allow 

smoking on the job In plants where GM and Ford vehicles are 
being builL the segment on television showed employees 
smowng on the robotic assembly lines, while robots were 
doatg the work. At least that is what it looked Dke on TV. 

Fine, if you want to let employees smoke on the job site, 
that is quite common on constnxdion sites, where ernployees 
are working outdoore. The auto wofkers we- 

there were even posr . 

sparl^verefl)*i^ 

was adding $1,500 to the cost of a vehicle to pay employee 
health Insurance. Yet at the same time they are allowing 
empiqyees at a major company to smoke indoois, on the job. 
Go figure! 

- --- as must be difficult Instead of 

ig I would think it would make 
for programs to help them quit Maybe they 
could cut the added $1,500 expense in half. We wonder why 
foreign auto makers are catching up. 

Trial 

I last week, and viewing a scene from 
the Michael jackson trial. Vbu know the shot where he is walk¬ 
ing info the courthouse with the umbrella over his heard, sur- 
rounded by his 1^ team. My fourth grade son Hurled out 
“Dad, why are th^ having a trial? He’s not going to jal any¬ 
way. He is only goir^ to bt^ his way OUT 
I thou^ that was a feiify astute obseivation. I then had to 
relate the story of Martha Etewart who also has a lot of 
money, yet she had to go to jal I told him having money can 
be an asset but the 1^ system win often times overcome 
people who fry and buy their way out of prison. Then I 
thought of O.J. Simpson and said, “If the legal system woiks 
as it should, the goiy should go to jaa, money or no money? 
----lot pertect and MONEY can unfor- 


Ihen again, the sysl^ is i 
tunateiy tip the balance. 
























































COMMUNITY NEWS 














































SPORTS 


K-M Youth Wrestling 
Compete at State 


“Golf For A Cause” 
Tournament at ZVRC May 21 


Six K-M wrestlers 
in freestyle region 


Six wrestlers from the K-M Lightning Club participi 
tUngjn the 




on HVL division lead 


























































































SCHOOL NEWS 





K-M music students 
rated superior 


vASTHMA?' 

AWARENESS 


































































LOCAL NEWS 


New business opens in former 
Kasson municipai building 


Poor job of piacing values on 
commerciai property costiy 












































































































